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AN URBAN SHOPPING MALL WHOSE ARCHITECTURE 
DIALOGUE WITH THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

The Chapeau Rouge shopping centre is located in the heart of a 
historic neighbourhood characterised by narrow plots of land and 
low-rise granite buildings, so it was essential that it blend into its 
surroundings. Our project offers a sensitive and ingenious res-
ponse to this challenge. It is centred on the pedestrian through-
street, which provides a much-needed link between the rue de la 
Providence and the rue du Chapeau Rouge. 
The shopping centre is made up of small shops on a scale which 
suits the town and the personality of the newly recreated historic 
street. The retail centre strengthens the character of the neigh-
bourhood by re-interpreting its traditional timber frame building 
methods. But here there are no mere façades: the building is reso-
lutely modern with glass and slate shells and metal grilles used as 
sun protectors, and the corbel arches of its façade offer discreet 
protection from the weather all along the street.  

Client: SODERIP (Groupe Casino), SCCV du Chapeau Rouge | Pro-
ject: « Chapeau Rouge » shopping centre | Selection method: Deve-
loper-architect competition | APM: IGC SERVICES (Groupe Casino) 
| Team: Girec (lead consultant, fluids, roads and networks, quanti-
ty surveying) - Groupe-6 (architecture) - BF Ingénierie (fluids) - BA 
Construction (structure) - YDIC (steel construction) - Fluelec (fluids) 
| Delivery: 2011 | Area of shops and offices (GLA): 5,500 sqm | 
Construction costs: € 5.6 M excl. VAT (2007 value)
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