groupe-S Laboratoire LMA, research
unit, Marseilles, France

Client Team Competition Construction costs
CNRS Groupe-6 (Architect, Lead consultant) - 2011 17 M€
WSP (Engineering) - RFR (Envelopes) -

Program N . Completion Location
Laboratory of mechanics and Groupe_6 (Quanpty surveying) - AVLS 2015 Marseilles
. . e (Acoustical studies)
acoustics, offices, exposition hall,
. . . Surface area
documentation and library, cafeteria 7977 m2

Selection method
Public competition




Laboratoire LMA, research

unit, Marseilles, France

The mechanical and acoustic laboratory at Chateau
Gombert is set on the upper level in a square offering an
expansive view of the entrance and showcasing the
institution. From the square, an earth-coloured wall
encircles the plot, allowing the building to adapt to
irregularities in the terrain, and providing an open space at
garden level where the laboratories are located. The
ordered white shapes of the laboratories emerge from the
wall of the enclosure, and the shade cover above the
offices dominates the whole.The project encompasses
three entities:

The first part of the project, the facade on the square, from
which the dihedral shape of the boardroom projects,

evoking acoustic testing rooms;

The palm grove and the laboratories, with their separate
entrances (for reasons of acoustics and vibrations)
amalgamated in autonomous blocks alternating with
gardens planted with palm trees.

The shade cover is a micro-perforated metal sun screen,
and the offices are linked by vertical shafts and staircases
with panoramic views over the landscape.

The shade cover - a delicate horizontal veil - gives the
institution a resolutely contemporary visual identity and
affirms its relationship with the environment: respectful
and responsible.
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